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T is a Remark of my own, but, perhaps, too 
well to be juftified by the ae aes ue ‘mott 
) Who fhall read this Paper, that tho’ the Trade 
_ ofthe Nation, by the Confeffion of all Men of 
Ie, was wever more decayed, Money sever {carc- 
the Number of Bankrupts never greater, the 
ies of the Poor never baie and the rate of Pro- 
ins, for fome Years paft, one with another, mever 
3yet the Pride, the Luxury, the Expenfive 
fF Living, the coftly Furniture and Oftentati- 
both in Equipage, Cloaths, Feeding and Wear- 
_were never greater in this Nation. 

any of the Temper, which I know fome, (viz.) 
Cavil at every thing, difputes the Fa@, I could 
snd to Particulars in moft undeniable Inftances: 
let the Rich Coaches, and the Extravagance of 
y Houfe-Furniture, even in this City, and a- 
g the middling Tradefinen of it, {peak for what 
fe advanc’d. 

Will allow, and-PUl fpeak of it fuller in its place, 
the ufual Habits of our People, even of both 
Sare altered from former Times, and that to 
| Advantage ; the Ladies never Drefs’d fo Mo- 
bor the Gentlemen fo Grave and Becoming as 
‘do now; I am no Cynick, nor am {finding 
Its for the Pleafure of the Complaint ; I remem- 
When there was reckoned 70000 Ribband-Wea- 
Bony pelts, &e. And I believe there are 
mv, half fo many Hundred in England ; 1 re- 
ther the naked Shoulders and Brealts, the Mon- 
us Towers of Hair, the Heads three Story high, 
zke, of the Women: The Pantaloons, the 
Knots, and the Shoulder-Belts, of the Gen- 
——Both Sexes have tired themfelves of 
‘Follies, and I acquit the Habits of the Age of 
dart of the Antick in the ExcefsI {peak of : But 
Not acquit them of the Excefs, in the RichnefS 
softlynefs of Cloaths, tho’, IT acknowledge, that 
the Thing I am now complaining of, in pare 


émemiber an Accident, which gave me a Scetch 
very Thing, and which I could not avoid ta- 
ice of: Sometime fince, being upon Bufinefs, 
the City, it was my Lot to come along 
ft as a fudden and terrible Fire broke 
ens Houfe, in none of the Wealtbieft 
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part of the Town neither 3 1 forbear the Place, for the 
fake of the Particulars.———I could contribuge little 
to the helping the Good People in their Diftrefs 5 
nor was I very well qualified to Carry Water, or 
Work an Engin; befides, the Street was prefently — 
full of People for that Work: But, I plac’d my felf 
in a convenient Corner, near the Fire, to look on, 
and, indeed, the Confternation of the Poor People 
was not fruitle(s of Remarks. 

And Firft, I was, I confe(s, furprized to hear the 


_Skreeks and Lamentations of the Poor Ladies, as well 


in the Houfes on tither fide, as oppofite to the Houfe 
that wason Fire; after the fish Fright was exprefi’d 
with a great deal of Noife, terrible Geftures and Di- 
ftortions, I obferv’d all hands at Work, to Remove: 
The Chamber-Maids were hurried down Stairs, Ber- 
ty, Betty, fays a Lady, aloud you may be fure, bave 
you sot the Plate? Yes, Madam, fays Retty: Here 
take the Cabinet, fays Madam, Run to my Mothers ; 
there’s all my Jewels, have aCare of them BETTT: 
Away runs Betty: This, I think, was about the De- 
gree of a Fith-monger’s Lady :———At a Houfe that 
was in great Danger, they were, like Sea-Men in a 
Storm, to lighten ‘the Ship, throwing Stheir Goods 
out at Window; and, Indeed, I thnk, they had as 
good have Jet them be burnt : Here 1 faw, out of a 
Shopkeeper’s Houle, Velvet Hangings, Embroidered 
Chairs, Damask Curtains, Plumes of Feathers ; and, 
in fhort, Furniture equal to what, formerly, fufhs’a 
the greateft of our Nobility; thrown into a Street 
flowing a Foot Deep with Water and Mud, trod- 
den Under-Foot by:the Crowd, and then carried off 
Piece-Meal as well ne 
Fright the People were in, or the Error of their 
deftroying their Goods in thatHurry, that was fo much 
matter of Obfervation to me, as to fee the Furniture 
that came out of fuch Houfes, far better than any 
Removed atthe late Fire, at the French Ambaffadors, 

Inthe Houfe which I ftood neareft too, which was 
oppolite to the Fire, and which was in great Danger 
too, the Wind blowing the Flame, which was very 
Furious, dire&tly into the Windows 5 The Women, 
or Miftrefs, or Lady, call her as you will, Ahad feve- 
ral fmall Children; her Maids,or Nurfes,or whatever 
they were, made great Diligence ‘to bring the Poor 


Children half naked, and afleep, Down-Stairs in their 


Arms} 


Uys 


as they could: It was not the 


mutt clear up the 
Ihave, with jult Nicety, made my own Obfervation, 
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Arms and wrapping them up carefully, run out of 
the Houfe with them; One of thefe Maids coming 
again, as if to fetch Another, meets her Miftre(s, 
whofe Concern, it feems, lay another way, with a 
Great Bundle, the Miltrefs fereams out to her, A1A- 
RY, MARY, Take care of my Cloaths ; Carry them a- 
way ; I'll go fetch the Reff: The Maid, more con- 
cern’d for the Children, than the Mother, Cries out 
Jouder than her Miltrefs, Lord, Madam, Where’s Ma- 
fer Tommy ? The Child will be burnt in the Bed: 
Throws down the Cloaths, and runs up Stairs ; The 
Mittre(s, whofe fine Cloaths lay nearer her Heart, 
than her Child, Cries out, Ob! There’s all my Cloaths ; 
Snatches up the Great Bundle, and runs out of the 
Houle half naked, with it, and leaves the Wench to 
go fetch her Child; who, Poor Lamb, was almoft 
iufotated with the Smoke and Heat. 

The Mother was back again in an Inftant, with 
two or three Porters, and fome Friendés Servants 
which fke had got to help her ; and, away they 
run Up Stairs with her, al came down as quickly, 


loaden with Baskets, and Bundles of Rich Goods, 


and about half an Hour after, when the Good Lady 
had difcharged her Paffions, of thofe Things that 
Jay neareft her Heart, and wascome a little to her 
Memory, I {aw her in Dreadful Fury, Raving and 
Pee and tearing her Hair for her Child ; 
Her:Child, Oh, her Child! for the Houfe had taken 
Fire onthe Top, and there was na bearing to be in 


_the Rooms; and fhe remembred the Wench had cry- 


ed out, that the Child was in its Bed ; but never 
faw the Maid who had fetch’d the Poor Child down, 
at the Hazard of her own Life, and had carried it 


i : MiscELLANEA. ~ » | 
| tated and be Fat, was the Title of a Bouk, 1 


which I have feen Advertis’d often, tho’ the 
Elaborate Work I never faw, or heard who was the 
Learned Author ; I remember Solomon fays, A Merry 


_ Heart does Good like @ Medicine: And, { believe it 


does fo,and better too,of this [ may Moralize a little at 


_ Leifure; but my prefent Obfervation lies another way. 


Sure, faid I,then this is the Laughing Age, tho’;I con. 
fefs, Ican fee no fuch Occafion for our Mirth ; but, I 


_ defire fome of the Sages, in that kind of Philofophy, 
to tell me bow comes it to pafs, and from what natu- fi 


ral Caufes, does it flow? That, take our Ladies 


_ one with another, efpecially.in this part of the Na- 


tion, and Young or Old, they are generally Fat, or 
to put it faxther, Fatter than was known in former 


_Years:—Ay, and the Men too, in London, efpecially. 


Now, pray take me right, for I am very Char 
of affronting the Women 3 By the Ladies, I mea x 
Married Ladies, and by Ladies, I muft, after the 


_ common acceptation be allow’d, to ‘mean, al] that 
claim the Title of Madam, 


City, and ’tis of thofe Iam fpanlking reaches from 


which, I think, in the 
my Lady Mayorefs, to t 
otele-Blartey. Sones 


Before I make farther Enquiry into the Caufes, I 
Matter of Fact, and to this purpo(e, 


at Apple-Woman at 


abd sask’d the Opinion of fome learned Judicious Per- 


fons, asaway, and came not back fo 
lat, Word was brought her that the Ch 
This Scene eafed me of the Wonder I h 
to {ee our Citizens, who goal] Day with Bl 
and Blue-Aprons, Dirty Hands, and foul 
have their Chambers hung with Velvet, an 
Wives with Jewels: How thould it be otherw 
when the Ladies love their Cloaths and Furnituté 
much better than their Children, and no doubt 
much in proportion, better than their Husbands] 
fperity ? e | 
This coftlynef in Furniture, asthe Foundation 
many fatal Difafters to trading People, I fhall 
Be reafon to {peak to hereafter: ——-And 
meantime, not fo much as to point at partic 
milies and Perfons, [refer it to thoie Gentlen 
who have fo often Occafion to Sit upon Commiflia 
in the Cafe of Bankrupts. How often have they f 
ed the Houfes, and fold the Furniture of our Q 
trading People; which has been as good as, and § 
haps better than, in former Times has fervd 
Princes ; where the Bankrupt’s Eltate, has not} 
vided to his Creditors, half a Crown ip the Pou 
Ithink the Age was never fo madly bent ui 
thefe Extremes as they are now, when Trade is 
the loweft Ebb imaginable, and this, to me, is a 
ry ill Sign, for when Trade fuffers all imagin: 
Hardhhips and Convulfions, is under a Gereral | Ded 
and the Scarcity of Money is the general Grievay 
of the Nation, to have the Humour of the Toe 
fo exceffively upon pe sel pie in Equipage, F: 
niture, and coftly Living, I fay, itis a Plague up 
Trade, and Portends the Reducing it to yet grea 
Extremities than ever. A 


well Phyfcians and Surgeons,as Midwives and othe 
and they ali unanimoufly have aflured me, that ‘ 
Matter of Fa& is true, and that of both Sexes, b 
cipecially the Women ; and that the married Wor 
from 3o Years of Age,and upwards, are fo uni 
ly fatten'd, efpecially in Loudon, that, one wi 
other, there is not one lean Woman in Ten 
found, thro’ the whole Town, Experto crede 

I am willing to leave the Ladies toconteny 
on the Matter, for net, de 


or or againft 


do my Father fo miucly Inj 
Another will have it be, that. 
Matters than they ujed to. be 5 but, 
that by Experience. . - ‘i 
Some will] have i ’ 
their Grandmothers did,b 
my Memory will not serve. 
affift me in the Cafe.. De 
_ Some will have. ievbe, Chocolate’ 
and Bread and Butter, fume} 
the like 5; and * a 
our Anceftors‘never h; 1 
be fomething in that ;-—— 
mative tohereafter, 
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